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Nevada Statewide Independent Living Council (NV SILC)

ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE

Date and Time of Meeting:
Wednesday & Thursday, July 8 & 9, 2026 at 1:00 p.m.

Location of Meeting: 
This meeting will be held via video-conference only:					
The public may observe this meeting and provide public comment on Zoom.  


DRAFT MINUTES

1. Welcome, Roll Call, and Introductions on Day 1:
Members Attended: Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh, Chair; Sabra McWhirter Clark; Margaret Marcucci; Ace Patrick; Mark Tadder; Sheena Childers; Lori Lutu; Dee Dee Foremaster; Randall Owen
Excused: Linda Vejvoda
Cart: Becky Van Auken
Guests: Laura Fussell; Steven Cohen; Mary Evilsizer; Chun Chao; Elizabeth Champey; Travis Misurell; Autumn Blattman, Washoe Regional Coordinator; John Rosenlund, Nevada Assistive Technology Collaborative Director
Staff: Dawn Lyons Executive Director; Amanda Mata AAIII
Welcome, Roll Call, and Introductions on Day 2:
Members Attended: Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh, Chair; Margaret Marcucci; Ace Patrick; Dee Dee Foremaster; Mark Tadder; Sheena Childers; Randall Owens
Excused: Lori Lutu, Regional Coordinator; Sabra McWhirter Clark, Linda Vejvoda
Presenters: Shauna Brennan
Cart: Becky Van Auken
Staff: Dawn Lyons Executive Director; Amanda Mata AAIII
Guests: Chun Chao; Mary Evilsizer; Laura Fussell; Steven Cohen; Autumn Blattman, Washoe Regional Coordinator; John Rosenlund, Nevada Assistive Technology Collaborative Director

2. Beginning Public Comment for Days 1 and 2: 
Day 1: No public comment.
Day 2: No public comment.

3. [bookmark: _Hlk145327993]For Possible Vote on Approval on Day 1: 
Approval of Minutes from April 8 & 9, 2026
Julie Steinbaugh, Chair
Margaret Marcucci motioned to approve the minutes from April 8 & 9, 2026 SILC meeting, Ace Patrick seconded, and the motion passes unanimously. 

4. For Information on Days 1 and 2:  
[bookmark: _Hlk152315831][bookmark: _Hlk55485973]Member Introductions and Public Introductions from Individuals Interested in Council Membership and Member Announcements
Day 1: There were no member introductions.
Day 2: There were no member introductions.

5. Presentation and Discussion for Day 1:
Presentation of Future Is Now Coalition and the Accessible Voting Initiatives That the Organization has Created
Travis Misurell, Visionary and Founder, Future is Now Coalition
Travis explained that he founded the Future is Now Coalition (FiNC) four years earlier to confront what he saw as a core national problem: most people, including those in the disability community, feel unrepresented in government. Drawing from his own experience as an autistic adult and from FiNC’s neurodiverse team, he described FiNC’s mission to build a civic infrastructure that empowers communities traditionally shut out of political influence.
He argued that meaningful representation is blocked by three “middlemen”—big money, party gatekeepers, and media manipulation. These forces determine which candidates gain visibility and funding, making the system “rigged” and leaving millions without a real voice. Even essential needs like disability benefits often require money to access, further limiting participation.
FiNC’s proposed solution is “digital politics,” a new model of accessible activism that uses simple online actions to turn communities into voting blocs capable of applying real political pressure. A central feature of this system is “civic tags,” which function like political hashtags that signal support for specific issues. Tags help citizens and candidates identify priorities, create visibility around policy positions, and build collective power—especially when many people support the same umbrella issue, such as disability rights or healthcare.
Travis outlined FiNC’s early work with pilot communities, including surveys, virtual focus groups, and dedicated online spaces like Discord. He emphasized that citizen engagement is critical; once enough people participate, candidates will be motivated to join the platform and respond to public priorities. He noted that past political tech efforts failed due to lack of user buy‑in, but FiNC is structured as a movement rather than a tech company, aiming to restore representation and transparency.
Overall, Travis presented FiNC as a way to eliminate entrenched political gatekeepers, elevate diverse communities, and give every candidate a fair chance to be seen. He concluded that digital tools, combined with community‑driven priorities, could reclaim democratic power and help bring forward accountable, voter‑focused leaders.

Questions: 
Dawn Lyons asked Travis Misurell for clarification about FiNC’s tagging system, confirming whether “disability issues” was only one example of an umbrella tag. Travis explained that disability rights was just one example and that the system was designed to include many possible umbrella tags—covering topics such as healthcare, social justice, or debt relief. He emphasized that tags would remain flexible and evolve based on citizen and candidate participation. Travis also described FiNC’s goal of avoiding fragmentation by organizing tags in a way that preserves collective voting power while still allowing individual specificity. He noted that broad umbrellas, like universal healthcare, could unify support even when people hold more nuanced policy preferences.
Travis further outlined FiNC’s plan to use AI to categorize open‑ended citizen feedback into meaningful themes, helping surface shared concerns while keeping all submissions anonymous. He highlighted FiNC’s nonpartisan “up versus down” framework, which contrasts candidates serving concentrated political power with those accountable to everyday voters. He argued that many good potential leaders are deterred by the current system’s reliance on big donors and gatekeepers and said FiNC’s long‑term vision was to create a transparent, centralized platform showing candidate funding sources, priorities, and accountability.
Dawn then asked how people could get involved with FiNC. Travis explained that interested individuals should begin at FiNC’s digital hub and complete the Nevada disability community questionnaire. He emphasized FiNC’s commitment to building a civic infrastructure that belongs equally to all Americans, with plans to legally structure the platform so each person receives one share of ownership. To grow effectively, FiNC needed community participation, feedback, and outreach support, including help identifying useful resources, messaging, and social media collaboration. He encouraged council members to share the survey link widely and provided his contact information for follow‑up.
The discussion concluded with council members thanking Travis for his presentation. Dawn said she has been excited about FiNC since learning about it and noted that others had already privately shared positive feedback. Travis thanked the group for their engagement and emphasized how essential community involvement is for FiNC’s continued development and success.


For Vote Anticipated on Day 1:
Nominations for SILC Officers, Vote for Chair and Vice Chair and Appointment of Treasurer and Secretary by the Chair
Dawn Lyons, Executive Director 
Julie Steinbaugh was nominated and voted to become Chair.
Ace Patrick was nominated and voted to become Vice Chair.
Margaret Marcucci was appointed Treasurer.
Sabra McWhirter was appointed Secretary.

6. Presentation and Discussion Anticipated on Day 1 & 2: 

a.	Updates from the Youth Action Council (YAC) 

Dawn Lyons reported on recent activities of the Youth Action Council, which continued meeting monthly and working on several projects despite skipping its July meeting. She described upcoming presentations at both the Silver State Self‑Advocacy Conference and the Department of Education’s TRIP conference, where members planned to speak on SILC, youth engagement, legislation, and self‑advocacy.
A major initiative under development was an accessible outdoor summer camp for youth with disabilities. Dawn researched logistics such as age range, insurance requirements, costs, and available facilities, including a site visit to Potosi Pines. The council explored potential educational and recreational activities, with several youth eager to lead sessions. Planning had taken longer than expected, but the camp appeared financially feasible with volunteer support.
The council also prepared for conference visibility, including having JAC film presentations for future use. Dawn was particularly excited about sharing a workshop by the Idaho SILC director on independent living philosophy, which would later be available online and potentially shown at a community film event.
She announced new Youth Action Council members, including Leia, who was deeply involved in disability advocacy and peer support, and expressed interest in joining both SILC and the council. Tyson’s brother was also preparing to join. Dawn closed by expressing enthusiasm for the group’s growth and the meaningful projects underway.

b.	Updates from the Centers for Independent Living:

Southern Nevada Center for independent Living (SNCIL):
Mary Evilsizer, Executive Director
Mary provided an update on services in Clark County, noting that although formal intakes had slightly decreased, overall service requests rose significantly driven largely by ongoing demand for affordable, accessible housing. SNCIL assisted several individuals this quarter, including five people transitioning from homelessness into permanent housing and multiple veterans moving from rehabilitation facilities into transitional housing. The center also supported visually impaired residents applying for new Blind Connect units.
Transportation assistance increased as well, with SNCIL distributing bus and paratransit passes and helping clients apply for long‑term transportation benefits. Mary announced upcoming events, including Disability Awareness Day on October 10, and shared that Nevada was selected for an accessibility improvement grant in partnership with NCIL and Centene/Silver Summit. Both Nevada CILs conducted accessibility site reviews for medical facilities competing for the grant.
She highlighted ongoing collaboration on a statewide disaster preparedness website and discussed SNCIL’s upcoming presentation at the Nevada Department of Education summit. Mary also shared positive feedback from educators who completed the CIL 101 module, noting appreciation for the support CILs offer students transitioning to adulthood. SNCIL additionally held five housing workshops during the quarter.
Mary closed by addressing concerns raised earlier about Social Security applications. She confirmed that while many people pay attorneys a portion of their back pay to file disability claims, CILs provide this assistance for free—helping individuals keep all their awarded benefits. She expressed gratitude for community engagement

Questions: 
Mark Tadder asked about the location of the accessible camp being planned by the Youth Action Council, and Dawn Lyons explained that it was near Pahrump in the Petosi Mountain/Blue Diamond area. Because the higher elevation offers cooler weather, the council was considering holding the camp in either fall or spring.
Ace Patrick asked whether the new Blind Connect housing development for blind and low‑vision residents accepted Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers. Mary Evilsizer explained that Blind Connect had consulted her during development to obtain HUD vouchers and that the complex was likely to accept them, though she would confirm which voucher types were eligible. She noted that applications were open and required medical documentation of blindness or low vision.
Dawn Lyons asked Mary for clarification about the project’s history, recalling earlier discussions about whether the units were originally intended for Blind Connect staff. Mary confirmed that the development—now open to the public—was accepting applications. Dawn also asked about the number of units, and Mary estimated the complex contained roughly 100 units.
Mary added broader context, explaining that while many states avoid segregated housing models, Nevada’s severe shortage of accessible units makes any safe and accessible housing valuable, even if it is technically segregated. She emphasized that Nevada supports all available opportunities for the disability community and expressed pride in Blind Connect and others providing scarce accessible housing options.

Northern Nevada Center for Independent Living (NNCIL)
Mark Tadder, Director
Mark Tadder reported on recent developments at the Northern Nevada Center for Independent Living following his transition from Associate Director to Executive Director. He managed major administrative updates and strengthened partnerships statewide while expanding outreach across northern and rural Nevada. Housing challenges remained significant due to rapid growth in Reno and Sparks, causing displacement and rising costs. In response, the center focused on tenant advocacy, helping individuals secure affordable housing, and teaching self‑advocacy skills. Staff also addressed increasing requests for help with federal benefits and planned SSI/SSDI workshops across multiple communities.
Transportation issues grew as transit services shifted from door‑to‑door to curb‑to‑curb service, prompting the center to train self‑advocates and partner with RSVP to improve rural ride access. The center also provided accessibility consultations to community institutions, including sensory‑friendly improvements at the Churchill County Museum.
Mark noted heightened anxiety among consumers and expanded peer support groups, with attendance reaching record levels—especially in blind‑low‑vision groups. He continued collaborative work with educators through the TRIP grant, preparing joint presentations on student transition pathways. He ended by noting his plans to attend the NCIL conference in Washington, D.C., aiming to bring back insights to help strengthen independent living services and support people with disabilities in achieving greater independence.

Rural Center for Independent Living (RCIL)
Dee Dee Foremaster reported on the Rural Center for Independent Living’s work across Carson, Lyon, Storey, Douglas, and Elko counties. She noted rapid growth in their support group and recreation program and highlighted rising anxiety among people with disabilities and those experiencing homelessness, worsened by a new requirement for 20 hours of weekly volunteer work. Her team spent significant time on ADA oversight due to widespread construction in Carson City that created safety hazards, and they continued to participate in transportation planning. Housing remained a major focus, with the center helping several individuals transition from rehabilitation settings into community housing and supporting tenants whose leases were at risk.
Margaret then provided additional updates, describing extensive ADA compliance work and close collaboration with county agencies. She spoke about her efforts with veterans’ organizations, helping individuals access food, clothing, equipment, and medical devices, and she shared the recent personal loss of her longtime service dog. Margaret also assisted clients with disability benefits applications and continued expanding support groups. She reported on a new 20‑unit USDA housing development expected to open next year and described her efforts in Elko to help clients access transportation, sometimes driving them to Reno for medical appointments.
Together, Dee Dee and Margaret portrayed a highly active rural independent living program addressing housing shortages, accessibility issues, transportation barriers, community anxiety, and disability‑related needs across multiple counties, while building strong networks of support for the people they serve.

c.	Updates/Report from Legislative Educator (RCIL)
Steven Cohen outlined key legislative timelines and explained that interim committee work sessions were scheduled from July 31 to August 27, during which committees would choose which Bill Draft Requests (BDRs) to advance. Although many committee deadlines had already passed, legislators still had limited opportunities to submit BDRs, with an initial deadline of August 1 and another for incumbents on December 10. Newly elected legislators will receive their own BDR allotments in February. He noted that legislators in leadership roles or committee chairs could submit additional BDRs, sometimes up to 18, meaning high‑volume committees—especially Health and Human Services—could generate many bills.
Steven predicted the next legislative session would be heavily focused on Medicaid, possibly covering 90 percent of legislative activity. He warned that the broader national climate was concerning, citing a recent federal opinion that appeared to undermine the Olmstead decision, threatening decades of work by independent living and disability‑advocacy organizations. Because of this, he urged the SILC to prepare proactively for the session. Since the council meets only quarterly, he suggested discussing placeholder meetings or designating a representative to speak for SILC during session. He emphasized how quickly legislation can move, sometimes appearing overnight and being heard the next morning, and noted that only a small group typically tracks the thousand‑plus BDRs each cycle.
Steven concluded by stating that both federal developments and the upcoming state legislative workload posed serious challenges for disability advocacy, and that SILC should be ready to actively monitor and respond to legislative activity.

Questions
Dawn Lyons explained that RCIL and the other Centers for Independent Living had already begun coordinating with the new legislative educator to ensure the independent living network was represented during the upcoming legislative session. She noted her own workload limited her availability but said the SILC Legislative Subcommittee could still meet if needed. She and Steven Cohen both expressed concern about recent developments related to the Olmstead decision. Dawn suggested discussing these implications either immediately or during the SPIL progress review.
Mark Tadder recommended scheduling placeholder Legislative Subcommittee meetings in August and December so SILC could respond quickly to legislative activity without violating open meeting laws. Steven clarified that the deadlines were for submitting BDR requests and that the window for proposing legislation was already tight. Dawn proposed that the IL network meet internally, with a SILC representative participating. Steven offered to provide legislative training like a session he would give at an upcoming self‑advocacy conference.
When Dawn asked if someone could attend meetings before the August 1 deadline, Dee Dee Foremaster volunteered to attend because of her proximity to the legislature. Dawn thanked her and said she could provide SILC position statements or other material. Steven added that many legislators were on summer vacation and suggested verifying interim office space and identifying bill sponsors early. He noted he had received a housing rights inquiry he planned to discuss with Mark.
Dawn then asked the IL network about scheduling a coordination meeting before the August 1 deadline. Steven noted that scheduling would be difficult due to unpredictable requests surrounding the HHS work session on August 11 and upcoming meetings related to the SB 185 caregiver workgroup. Mark shared his availability, saying Mondays worked best. Margaret Marcucci reported she was unavailable Wednesday mornings, and Mary Evilsizer noted several standing meetings but was flexible otherwise. Dawn observed that Monday mornings between 8 and 10 a.m. seemed workable for most participants and planned to include that preference in a scheduling poll.
The group ultimately agreed that early Monday mornings were the most practical time for holding a legislative coordination meeting for the independent living network.

d.	Report and Discussion Regarding the State Assistive Technology for Independent Living Program (AT/IL Program)
John Rosenlund reported on the Nevada Assistive Technology Collaborative and the State’s Assistive Technology for Independent Living Program, which had been operating for nearly 30 years. He explained that the program’s central purpose was to use assistive technology to remove barriers to essential daily living tasks such as bathing, toileting, entering and exiting the home, and other foundational activities required for independent living. Although sometimes mistakenly referred to as a vehicle and home‑modification program, its true design focused on supporting independent living goals, plans, and skill development. The program also included components originally shaped in partnership with the SILC to help divert individuals from institutionalization and support transitions out of care facilities.
John provided an update on funding, noting that the ARPA funds previously allocated to eliminate waiting lists had now been fully used. He reminded the council that limited contractor availability had slowed progress and made it difficult to deploy those funds efficiently, especially because the extension periods were granted only one quarter at a time. With ARPA resources exhausted, the program had returned to its regular state general fund allocation, and he anticipated that the waiting list would gradually reappear, likely by the end of the year.
He also shared that the program had transitioned to a new data system, which temporarily disrupted their ability to produce the detailed reporting typically provided each quarter. While he still had some goal-related information, the system currently lacked the granular data needed to show a breakdown of primary consumer goals—particularly in the self‑care area, which historically had been the largest and most consistent need in the program. John said the team was working through issues with the new system and hoped to restore full, detailed reporting once those problems were resolved.

Questions: 
Julie asked whether Mobility Systems could be used as a contractor for home modifications, and John supported the idea, noting that CARE Chest’s flexible authorization process allows them to work easily with community providers. He then outlined the ARPA‑funded Orientation & Mobility (O&M) pilot developed with Blind Connect to reach people who need O&M training but do not qualify for existing blind or vocational rehabilitation programs. The pilot tracks service needs and gaps to demonstrate that lack of O&M training access—not cane availability—is the core barrier.
By June, 25 individuals participated: 23 needed O&M training; eight qualified for the pilot; 14 were likely to be eligible for other programs; and multiple assessments and trainings were completed or underway. John emphasized the importance of understanding why eligible individuals are not accessing available services. He also noted that a Northern Nevada provider may begin offering O&M services, filling a longstanding regional gap.
Because Nevada has historically lacked consistent O&M resources and long‑term data, John views the pilot as crucial for identifying unmet needs. ADSD may rebuild its call‑tracking system, which would support future statewide needs assessments, including SILC’s. He confirmed that the pilot’s data is intended for SILC’s use and emphasized that advocates had long identified O&M training as a major statewide gap.
John also discussed the limits of insurance coverage and described Blind Connect’s conversational screening process, which helps determine eligibility, service history, independence goals, and reasons individuals may not access existing programs. He concluded that Blind Connect is still collecting and analyzing data—with support from Gene Payton—to understand both qualitative and quantitative needs and strengthen O&M services for blind and low‑vision residents across Nevada.

e.	Updates and Discussion Regarding the Nevada State Rehabilitation Council (NSRC)
Dawn could not attend the last meeting but was able to attend a subcommittee meeting while they were reviewing and establishing new bylaws.

Sheena Childers attended the May 5, 2026, NSRC meeting, where council elections were held. Jack Mayes was re‑elected as Chair, and Sandra Cinacrope was elected Vice Chair. The council also decided to begin using subcommittees more actively, establishing two: one to update the long‑outdated bylaws and another to focus on employment engagement initiatives aimed at improving support for employers who hire people with disabilities.
The bylaws subcommittee, chaired by Jack, met on June 9 and began reviewing revisions, particularly around term‑limit clarity. Members highlighted that rigid or unclear term rules make it difficult to recruit qualified advocates within Nevada’s small disability community. The employment engagement subcommittee has not yet met but will look at ways to strengthen business‑services outreach. Meanwhile, Cindi Sendigorta, the new ODEP chief, introduced her plans for reshaping VR business services and launched a transportation‑barrier survey for counselors, with plans to survey VR clients as well.
NSRC continues working to fill required council seats; four appointments were made recently, though one or two vacancies remain, including the tribal VR (121 program) seat. The administrator provided an update on the combined WIOA State Plan, noting that public comment has closed and the updated plan should be posted soon. Staff confirmed the plan does include Innovation and Expansion funding details for SILC and will share the specific citation.
Additional discussion included interest in transportation innovations, such as Waymo’s fully automated operations in Las Vegas. VR staff were not certain about current partnerships but acknowledged ongoing internal conversations, especially regarding transportation challenges faced in rural areas. The next full NSRC meeting is scheduled for September 1 at 1:00 p.m., available both virtually and in person, with the agenda to be shared once posted.

Questions:
Members from rural transportation boards, including Dee Dee and Margaret, expressed strong interest in collaborating with VR on transportation‑related barriers. They offered their contact information and asked Sheena to connect with them directly, emphasizing that their rural communities could provide valuable insights. Sheena explained that VR is currently conducting a transportation‑barrier survey with counselors and plans to follow with a survey of VR clients. She acknowledged the community’s interest and said she would speak with leadership about expanding the survey to include external partners.
Both Dee Dee and Margaret reiterated their desire to participate in the survey, and Sheena confirmed she would explore options to include community partners once the initial counselor‑level results are in. Mark from the Northern Nevada Center for Independent Living added that transportation remains a major statewide barrier, sharing examples such as individuals losing employment due to lack of accessible transit. He offered the center’s statewide newsletter as a tool for distributing the survey and noted existing partnerships with RTC Washoe and other agencies.
Sheena welcomed the collaboration and committed to sharing information with all three CILs and other state partners to ensure broad input. Participants agreed that transportation challenges affect both rural and urban residents and expressed readiness to support VR’s efforts by contributing data, community feedback, and outreach as the transportation‑barrier initiative moves forward.

f.	Updates and Discussion regarding Aging and Disability Services (ADSD)

Autumn reported that recent activities included the completion of competitive grant processes and issuance of new subawards to community partners. 
The Money Follows the Person program is being revitalized to better support individuals transitioning from facilities into community living. Access to Healthcare Network is the statewide partner, and stakeholder meetings—including invitations to Dawn and CILs—will help shape program improvements. A flyer will be finalized soon. Additionally, a new grant opportunity was released for Opening Minds Through Art, an evidence‑based intergenerational program for people living with dementia.
Another major effort underway is the personal care services project, funded through ARPA. The project establishes regulation‑compliant training for personal care attendants and provides incentives both for current workers and individuals interested in pursuing direct‑care careers. Details are still being finalized and will be shared once they are ready. The initiative is part of a broader workforce campaign aimed at strengthening and professionalizing the direct care workforce, which is essential yet often underpaid. Work with national experts from the Direct Care Workforce Strategy Center has supported campaign development.
As part of this awareness campaign, an upcoming opportunity will invite personal care attendants, other direct care workers, family caregivers, older adults, and people with disabilities to share their experiences with personal care services. Participants will receive financial incentives, and full details will be provided once finalized.

Questions: 
Participants expressed strong support for renewing collaboration with the Money Follows the Person program. Mary noted that experience showed the value of introducing team members and defining roles early, which improves coordination and referrals. Her team has already begun building a formal referral process. She also requested clarification on recent grant awards, and Autumn agreed to gather and share those details. Mark’s northern team plans to schedule additional meetings to address shared service gaps.

Much of the discussion centered on the ARPA‑funded personal care attendant (PCA) training initiative. Autumn explained that the training will be offered online statewide for all licensed personal care provider agencies and will include financial incentives for both employees and employers. The initiative also includes a public awareness campaign that will feature stories from direct care workers, service recipients, and caregivers; participants may be filmed and compensated. Ace, Margaret, and others expressed strong interest in the effort and highlighted the urgency of addressing workforce shortages, especially in rural areas.

Questions were raised about incorporating independent living philosophy into the curriculum. Autumn clarified that while the training was developed by a contracted provider using national best practices, it is currently under review to ensure it reflects person‑centered and independent living principles. Dawn reminded the group that SILC offers expertise in independent living and encouraged collaboration. Autumn agreed to share the curriculum for SILC review once she determines the best way to distribute the materials.

g.	Updates and Discussion Regarding Takeaways from Conferences Attended by Members and Information Regarding Upcoming Events and Conferences

Dawn Lyons shared updates on recent youth outreach and presentations. She and a new Youth Action Council member presented at the Crave Camp, a Vocational Rehabilitation youth program, introducing participants to the SILC, the Youth Action Council, and ways to get involved. She also presented at a Pre‑ETS camp hosted through Opportunity Village, which led to additional interest from youth. Both events provided strong opportunities to connect with young people and promote independent living principles.
Several conferences and trainings are coming up. Dawn and Calvin will present at the TRIP conference on July 31, alongside the Centers for Independent Living, to give a unified introduction to independent living philosophy for educators. SILC will also participate in the Silver State Self‑Advocacy Conference, where the Youth Action Council will present one workshop and an independent living general session will be filmed the following day. Dawn will attend the NCIL conference at the end of July, and the APRIL conference—held in October in Niagara Falls—is approaching as well. She encouraged members interested in APRIL or SILC Congress, typically held in March, to reach out early about attending.
Dawn noted that SILC is exploring opportunities for youth scholarships for national conferences, and she hopes more SILC members will attend future events, especially SILC Congress, which includes training for new members. Preparations for TRIP are underway, and the presentation team has been practicing together to ensure consistency and clarity for educators. Dawn expressed excitement about the chance to reach more rural school districts and expand independent living education statewide.
Finally, Dawn mentioned a new TRIP postcard available for distribution and noted that Elko educators have already requested an independent living training. SILC has a small travel and materials budget to support TRIP activities, whether Youth Action Council members are present or not. Overall, outreach, youth engagement, and conference preparation remain major focus areas in the coming months.

h.	Updates Regarding Details of the Department of Education’s Disability Innovation Fund (DIF), Pathways to Partnerships Innovative Model Demonstration Project

8. For Discussion and Possible Vote Anticipated for Day 2:
Fiscal Year 27 Review and Sub-Award for Needs Assessment Request for Proposals (RFP)
Julie Steinbaugh, Chair

Black Swan was the only organization to apply for the needs assessment project. After reviewing the proposal, Dawn shared that it appears strong and aligns well with the priorities previously discussed. Although the applicant did not include travel costs due to concerns about budget limitations, Dawn noted that SILC may be able to support outreach and travel through private funding available in the third‑party fiscal agent account.
The proposal itself outlines an approach consistent with what SILC and the Centers for Independent Living have expressed they want included, and it appears to cover the major elements needed for a comprehensive statewide needs assessment. Dawn indicated that the application looked solid and met expectations for methodology, scope, and alignment with independent living priorities. Members were invited to discuss the proposal further or move forward with approving it.

Discussion
Dawn reviewed the Black Swan proposal for those who had not read it, outlining its major components such as statewide data collection, consumer engagement across all counties, mixed‑method research, service gap analysis, and development of a needs assessment for the next State Plan for Independent Living. The proposal also included an evaluation of whether an MOU might be useful, though only as a potential recommendation.
Some members were concerned about the MOU portion. Mary and Mark supported the data‑gathering work but questioned why MOU feasibility was included, since Nevada’s two CILs have never needed an MOU. Dawn explained that Black Swan likely incorporated it based on past SILC discussions and ACL guidance, even though it was not part of the RFP. Members agreed the needs assessment is the primary purpose, and any MOU considerations should remain optional and up to the CILs.
Dee Dee expressed concern about rural representation, feeling the Rural Center for Independent Living might be overlooked. Dawn clarified that no organization was excluded and that outreach would cover all counties and communities. Randall suggested proceeding with the proposal but instructing Black Swan to remove MOU feasibility from the main report and instead provide any related recommendations separately.
Members agreed the proposal’s data‑collection plan is strong and urgently needed for SPIL development, and they recognized the tight timeline. They supported modifying their motion to ensure MOU language is removed from the final report.
Amended motion: To accept the Black Swan proposal with the stipulation that all MOU‑feasibility language be removed from the final report, and that any MOU‑related considerations be provided separately as optional recommendations, allowing the CILs and SILC to review and decide on those matters independently.
Julie Steinbaugh seconded the motion, members voted, and the motion carried.

9. For Discussion Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion Regarding Status of NV SILC as a 501c3 and Next Actions Anticipated for the Council
Dawn Lyons, Executive Director
This item was postponed until the next meeting

10. For Discussion and Possible Vote Anticipated for Day 2:
Update from and Discussion Regarding the SPIL Workgroup to Consider Necessary Fiscal Year 25-27 State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) Amendments and Possible Vote to Approve Draft for Public Forums and/or Proposed Schedule for Workgroups and Public Forums
Julie Steinbaugh, Chair
This item was postponed until the next meeting

11. For Information Only Anticipated for Day 2:
Review and Discuss Upcoming Milestones and Progress in Currently Approved FY25-27 SPIL
Julie Steinbaugh, Chair
This item was postponed until the next meeting

12. [bookmark: _Hlk146218400]For Discussion and Possible Vote on Next Actions Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion and Update Regarding the Rural Health Transformation Program and The Barrier Removal Fund Grant Program and Possible Vote on SILC Initiatives and/or Potential Collaborations
Julie Steinbaugh, Chair
Dawn introduced a newly released federal proposal on changes to guidance for federal financial assistance, noting that public comments are due Monday. Idaho’s public comment letter highlighted serious concerns, including the potential for reduced statewide independent living effectiveness, lower stakeholder engagement, limited SPIL implementation capacity, new barriers in emergency preparedness and core services, and even the possibility of federal funds being withdrawn under broad new rules. Dawn expressed her own concern and asked whether the Nevada SILC should submit its own public comment, using Idaho’s letter as a template and adjusting it to reflect Nevada’s situation.
Several members responded with strong agreement. Randall emphasized that the proposal could affect all federal funding, not just IL programs, citing alarming provisions such as funding being terminable at any time and restrictions on using federal dollars for rent or office space. Margaret and Mary also voiced serious worry, describing the language as extreme, overly broad, and not receiving enough national attention. Mary noted that she expected NCIL to speak on it but hasn’t seen action yet.
Given the urgency and limited time, Dawn proposed drafting a Nevada‑specific comment using Idaho’s template and incorporating input from any SILC member who wishes to contribute. She offered to circulate the final draft for quick approval before submission. SILC members—including Julie, Ace, and Margaret—agreed that Nevada should make an official statement and expressed support for Dawn preparing and submitting the comment on behalf of the council.

Margaret Marcucci motioned to approve Dawn Lyons to draft public comment and submit for guidance before the deadline on behalf of the SILC. Ace Patrick seconded. The members voted and the motion carried.

13. For Discussion on Next Actions Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion, Review, Make Possible Recommendations Regarding the FFY26 Budget, Council Staffing Needs and Future Conference Plans
Julie Steinbaugh, Chair
This item was postponed until the next meeting.

14. For Possible Vote on Next Actions Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion and Approval of Future Annual Meeting Agenda Items and Meeting Dates: October 7 & 8, 2026
Julie Steinbaugh, Chair
This item was postponed until the next meeting

15. Ending Public Comment for Days 1 and 2: 
Day 1: Mary Evilsizer reported on the new Blind Connect housing complex, Vision Park, noting it includes 99 units with 52 currently available. The development is classified as public housing, meaning units come with HUD‑attached vouchers; residents with existing Housing Choice Vouchers would have to relinquish them if they moved in. She highlighted that the units were intentionally designed for blind and low‑vision residents, featuring audio‑tactile walkways, accessible lighting, and fully furnished apartments. Vision Park also plans to provide on‑site supports such as job training, assistive technology, food assistance, and peer mentoring. Eligibility requires residents to fall between 30–40% of the area median income, and applications can be submitted online, by phone, or in person.
During closing remarks, Julie thanked the council for electing her as chair and expressed excitement about Ace’s return, saying it felt like “the band was back together.” Dawn Lyons thanked SILC members for their consistent participation and emphasized how crucial their involvement is for supporting the disability community. Ace Patrick echoed both Julie’s and Dawn’s appreciation, thanking the council for electing him as vice chair and expressing gratitude toward public participants and executive directors. He acknowledged the challenges ahead and said he was thankful to be part of the group.

Day 2: Chun briefly joined the meeting from Austin, Texas, offering greetings before leaving and encouraging the group to “keep it weird.” Steven followed with a reminder that major legislative sessions are approaching and stressed the need for unity. He emphasized that conflict among groups is affecting both consumers and staff, urging everyone to work collaboratively moving forward.
Dawn agreed, noting that personal conflicts have no place in SILC meetings and that the council must function as a family working toward shared goals. With time running short, the group moved quickly through remaining comments. Ace closed by sharing that SPIL workgroups have been productive so far, though further work is paused until more input is gathered through upcoming in‑person and virtual SPIL meetings. He encouraged all members to participate in those sessions to help shape the next State Plan for Independent Living.

16. Adjournment (For Possible Action): 
Julie Steinbaugh, Chair
Day 1: - 2:32 PM
Day 2: - 4:00 PM


Accommodation Requests and Meeting Materials:

Supporting public material provided to the Nevada Statewide Independent Living Council members for this meeting may be requested from Dawn Lyons at dlyons@adsd.nv.gov and is/will be available at any meeting locations and the SILC website https://www.nvsilc.org/meetings/

AGENDA POSTED AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS: 
Notice of this meeting was posted at the following Aging and Disability Services Office at 7150 Pollock Dr., Las Vegas, NV. 89119. Notice of this meeting was posted on the Internet through the Statewide Independent Living Council website at https://www.nvsilc.org/ and Nevada Public Notices website at https://notice.nv.gov 
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