Open Meeting Law Basics
· OML determines what a public body is required to do; it is established as Nevada law or statute with the main purpose of ensuring public access.
· Public Body definition: Any state agency, municipality, county, school district, city or town, or any other body that is established in statute or by executive order or that makes decisions regarding government or tax dollars.
· Quorum definition: A simple majority of members of a public body assembled that does not include vacancies. This may further be defined within bylaws to establish quorum as voting members only, as well.
· OML establishes public comment parameters, including necessary information within notices and agendas. Descriptions must be as precise as possible to ensure public understanding.
· OML requires that all meetings allow for public comment and provide a detailed description of every agenda item or matter to be discussed at the meeting in advance and posted according to the time frames established so as to be fully accessible to the public. 
· All notices must be posted both in a physical location where the public can access it and on the public notices website for the State at least 3 “whole” business days prior to the meeting or event. 
· All meeting materials must be accessible and posted or made available to the public within 24 hours of the meeting or event.
· There are some processes that must be followed when an emergency meeting must be called and/or a closed meeting and how those are defined, but they are not typically needed for councils like SILC.
· No serial communication is allowed under Open Meeting Law. This means that email communication cannot be sent openly to more than 1 member of any public body else it could be construed as that body taking an action or deliberating on business in private. Sending meeting notices, agendas, etc. requires sending them as a blind copies to any public body members if it relates to that body, specifically (it’s typically best practice to do that anyways, since not everyone wants their email shared, but calendar invitations are an exception since they are not an open invitation to reply).
