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Nevada Statewide Independent Living Council (NV SILC)
Draft MEETING MINUTES
Date and Time of Meeting:
Wednesday & Thursday, November 12 & 13, 2025 at 1:00 p.m.
Location of Meeting: 
This meeting will be held via video-conference only:					
The public may observe this meeting and provide public comment on Zoom.  
MINUTES
1. Welcome, Roll Call, and Introductions on Day 1:
Members Attended: Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh, Margret Marcucci, Linda Vejvoda, Diana Trusty-Foremaster, Sheena Childers, Lori Lutu
Excused/ Unexcused Members: Sabra McWhirter-Clark, Lisa Bonie
CART Provider: Becky Van Auken
Guest and Staff: Mary Evilsizer, Chun Chao, Randall Owen, Shawn McCuster, Steven Cohen, John Rosenlund, Carole Hanley, Dawn Lyons, Haiyen Vang
Welcome, Roll Call, and Introductions on Day 2:
Members Attended: Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh, Margret Marcucci, Linda Vejvoda, Diana Trusty-Foremaster, Sheena Childers, Lori Lutu
Excused/ Unexcused Members: Sabra McWhirter-Clark, Lisa Bonie
CART Provider: Becky Van Auken
Guest and Staff: Mary Evilsizer, Randall Owen, Annabelle Miranda, Hannah Hanson, Sutter Rollings, Calvin Vu Le, Cynthia Swanson, Kaison Fong, Carole Hanley, Dawn Lyons, Haiyen Vang
2. Beginning Public Comment for Days 1 and 2: 
Day #1: No public comment made
Day #2: No Public Comment Made
3. [bookmark: _Hlk145327993]For Possible Vote on Approval on Day 1: Approval of Minutes from July 9 & 10, 2025
· Missing names were mentioned,
· DeeDee Foremaster motioned to approve the minutes with the addition of the missing names, 
· Margaret Marcucci second the motion, all approved
4. For Information on Days 1 and 2:  
Member Introductions and Public Introductions from Individuals Interested in Council Membership and Member Announcements
· Day #1: No introduction was made but Cindi Swanson has expressed interest.
· Day #2: Cindi Swanson introduced herself.
5. Presentation and Discussion Anticipated on Day 1: 
a. Updates from the Youth Action Council (YAC) and the Association of Rural Independent Living (APRIL) Conference Presentation Overview
· DeeDee Foremaster expressed how wonderful the presentations were at the conference.
· Annabelle Miranda, Hannah, Kaison and Calvin Vu Le were introduced
· YAC meets on the first Friday of every other month from 4:00pm-5:00pm. Times are subject to change.
· YAC has 4 active members representing Las Vegas, Sparks and Reno. With three more potential members.
· YAC members hosted a workshop titled know your rights, understanding youth protections and accommodations under the ADA.
· Another session titled change starts here, youth voices in action.
· Approximately 30 participants attended and received gift bags and heard about youth advocacy, governmental programs, how to find resources and about action workshops.
· Reviewed how a 504 and Individualized Education Program (IEP) work in schools.
· YAC members are identifying major initiatives to collaborate with the SILC.
b. Updates from the Centers for Independent Living:
(See agenda item #6)
Southern Nevada Center for independent Living (SNCIL)
· Intakes increased 57% in this quarter due to the lack of housing services.
· Services went down 14.2%, people don’t want to be on a housing list.
· A part-time housing specialist was instrumental in the 57% increase.
· 62 outreach events were completed
· From November 17th through December 15th open applications list and programs will be open for all age ranges.
· Clark County currently has 22,000 on different housing wait lists.
· 7 diversions were completed. 
· 15% increase in attendance at the Disability Awareness Day.
· Desert Reginal Center had 140 new intake possibilities with over 300 participants attending.
· The Northern and Southern Nevada Center for Independent Living partnered together to create an 
(SNCIL) emergency preparedness weblink, (NNCIL) emergency preparedness link
The Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation and the Nevada Department of Education took the lead on the Nevada The Roadmap through Innovative Partnership (TRIP) program. 
Northern Nevada Center for Independent Living (NNCIL)
· No updates given
Rural Center for Independent Living (RCIL)
c. Updates/Report from Legislative Educator (RCIL)
· DeeDee attended the 25-year planning meeting, with discussions to gain insight on the bus transportation system in Carson City, what Lyon County needs and looking to gain information from the outlying areas as well.
· Carson City was working on a plan for the homeless and low-income.
· Landlords are refusing to return deposits that were given as a down payment. Nevada Legal services have been contacted.
· The Nevada Moses Project helps families that have disabled children. They have raised $3,000 to purchase food for the holidays.
· Walmart has provided a 25-foot trailer full of clothes and will be donating a second one soon. This is available to the whole community.
· 269 turkey dinner meals that will be given out.
d. Report and Discussion Regarding the State Assistive Technology for Independent Living Program (AT/IL Program)
· Aging and Disability Services are now using a new data system for all programs, so hard data is not available currently.
· There have been no significant changes to the policy for Independent Living for many years.
· Served 291 customers, 876 independent living goals, 176 closed cases with 78% goals met, 14% withdrawn.
· 746 goals set within the closed caseload and 79 of those were met. 57 goals were withdrawn, and about 12% finishes the caseload.
· 400 goals set in the current open caseloads and 27% of the goals have been met.
· Currently only 4 full time staff members run the program with some transitioning occurring.
· John Rosenlund 775-687-0835 or jrosenlund@adsd.nv.gov - Assistive Technology
· CARE Chest contacts are Northern Nevada:
Mike Marberry mmarberry@CAREChest.com (775) 829-2273 - Main, Ext 105 and Southern Nevada: (866) 206-5242 - Toll Free ilprogram@carechest.com.
e. Updates and Discussion Regarding the Nevada State Rehabilitation Council (NSRC)
· No update currently
f. Updates and Discussion regarding Aging and Disability Services (ADSD)
· Director Whitley with the Department of Human Services is retiring and the Administrator Rique Robb is going to be stepping in as the interim director. Jessica Adams will be filling in as the interim administrator.
· Cheyenne Pasquale is now the Agency Manager for Aging and Disability Services.
· The new Planning Chief starts on November 24, 2025.
· The personal care attendant workforce program is looking to strengthen the direct care workforce that supports older adults and individuals with disabilities. 
· This will streamline and develop a Personal Care Assistant (PCA) registry.
· Provide student scholarship incentives and provide healthcare related career paths.
· They are looking for some input from those who work with PCA’s or those who are interested in contributing to the conversation. Contact Autumn Blattman autumn@adsd.nv.gov if interested.
· Aging and Disability Services Division (ADSD) is working on a multi-sector plan on aging and provides initiatives and breakdowns available from agencies, state, county, private businesses, nonprofits and more.
· They are looking to collaborate and create communities that support aging well.
g. Updates and Discussion Regarding Takeaways from Conferences Attended by Members and Information Regarding Upcoming Events and Conferences
· The Association of Rural Programs for Independent Living (APRIL) conference was held in Portland Oregan in October.
· Time was provided for the panel to ask questions, and they were able to provide information to help address any unknown status during this time.
· Three Youth Action Council (YAC) members presented a very informative presentation at the conference. They were full of motivation, ambition and self-advocacy.
· Discussed Title 2 and Title 3 protections for environments outside of schools.
· DeeDee Foremaster was able to obtain some information on Social Security, transportation and housing.
· Disability Innovation Fund or Pathway to Partnership Innovations (TRIP) is in the process of renewing their subaward from the Department of Education.
· The TRIP program will be implemented in segments starting with three smaller counties.
· If SILC doesn’t get funds released from the federal government soon, they may have a pause in service.
· SILC is now recognized as 501(c)(3)
h. Updates Regarding Details of the Department of Education’s Disability Innovation Fund (DIF), Pathways to Partnerships Innovative Model Demonstration Project
Dawn mentioned that the TRIP Program is compiling a set of trainings and are considering the youth’s presentation at APRIL as one of them.
6. [bookmark: _Hlk152315831][bookmark: _Hlk55485973]For Discussion Anticipated for Day 1:
Discussion Regarding the Effects of the Federal Budget on Disability Programs in Nevada and What Future Actions the SILC May Need to Consider
· Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh, Chair
The biggest concern at this time was the Part B funding not arriving in time to continue IL Network operations.
7. For Discussion Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion Regarding Status of NV SILC as a 501c3 and Next Actions Anticipated for the Council
Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh, Chair
It was decided that Dawn Lyons and other SILC members and CILs would bring any information they can obtain about potential options as a 501c3 SILC to the next meeting to discuss.
8. For Discussion Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion Regarding SPIL Amendments to Consider for the Next Fiscal Year
· No new positions or salaries were funded during the Legislative session. 
· The SPIL will need to be amended to reflect the correct information. A new draft and gathering information by holding town halls.
· Evaluate disability services being provided by the current designated state entity
9. Discussion and Possible Vote on Next Actions Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion, Evaluate, and Make Recommendations Regarding Progress of Action Items in the Federal Fiscal Year 25-27 State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) as Approved by the Administration for Community Living (ACL)
· The commission is on track with the state plan recommendations
10. [bookmark: _Hlk146218400]For Possible Vote on Next Actions Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion, Review and Make Possible Recommendations Regarding the FFY25 Budget, Council Staffing Needs and Future Conference Plans
Dawn mentioned SILC Congress coming up in March and asked that anyone who is interested in attending contact her. She also mentioned a transition conference that will be held next July in Lake Tahoe by the Nevada TRIP Program; however, we have time to decide who would like to go and if there are funds to pay for it.
11. For Possible Vote on Next Actions Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion and Approval of Future Annual Meeting Agenda Items and Meeting Dates: January 7 & 8, 2025
· Linda Vejvoda asked for a presentation on transportation, DeeDee Foremaster will see if she can find a representative for all the state. Margaret Marcucci mentioned Elko offices are Monday to Friday with no weekends.
· Presentation by Laura Fink and Salvatore Fiorentino on what Communication Services for the Deaf Incorporated does.
12. Ending Public Comment for Days 1 and 2: 
 Day#1: Mary Evilsizer mentioned that they were monitoring food insecurities regarding the federal shutdown. Social media is playing an important role in getting information out.
Day #2: No public comment made
13. Adjournment: 
Day #1: 3:24pm
Day #2: 3:00pm


Accommodation Requests and Meeting Materials:

· Supporting public material provided to the Nevada Statewide Independent Living Council members for this meeting may be requested from Dawn Lyons at dlyons@adsd.nv.gov and is/will be available at any meeting locations and the SILC website https://www.nvsilc.com/meetings/

AGENDA POSTED AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS: 
Notice of this meeting was posted at the following Aging and Disability Services Office at 7150 Pollock Dr., Las Vegas, NV. 89119. Notice of this meeting was posted on the Internet through the Statewide Independent Living Council website at https://www.nvsilc.com/ and Nevada Public Notices website at https://notice.nv.gov 
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