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Nevada Statewide Independent Living Council (NV SILC)
MINUTES
Date and Time of Meeting:
Wednesday & Thursday, April 9 & 10, 2025 at 1:00 p.m.
Location of Meeting: 
This meeting will be held via videoconference only:					
The public may observe this meeting and provide public comment on Zoom.  
Zoom Meeting
MINUTES

1. Welcome, Roll Call, and Introductions
Day #1:
· Members Present: Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh, Margaret Marcucci, Sabra McWhirter-Clark, Peter Whittingham, Sheena Childers, Obioma Officer, Lori Lutu, DeeDee Formaster, Dawn Lyons
· Members Excused Absent: Havander Davis, Linda Vejvoda, Ashley Crow
· Guest & Staff: Carole Hanley, Jackie Shelton, Autumn Blattman, Lisa Bonie, Mary Evilsizer, Sutter Rollings, Cecilia Alonso, Erika Washington, Haiyen Vang, John Rosenlund, Molly Rose Lewis, Steven Cohen
· CART: Becky Van Auken
· ASL Interpreters: Tory Jaramillo, Valerie Sturm
Day #2:
· Members Present: Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh, Margaret Marcucci, Sabra McWhirter-Clark, Peter Whittingham, Sheena Childers, Obioma Officer, Lori Lutu, DeeDee Formaster, Dawn Lyons
· Members Excused Absent: Havander Davis, Linda Vejvoda, Ashley Crow
· Guest & Staff: Carole Hanley, Mary Evilsizer, Haiyen Vang, Cecilia Alonso, Autumn Blattman, Lisa Bonie, Jack Mayes
· ASL Interpreters: Sonya Stark, Henry Yandrasils
· CART: Becky Van Auken
2. Beginning Public Comment:
· Day #1:
· Molly Rose Lewis from Senator Jacky Rosen’s office wanted to make sure everyone was aware of the possible dissolution if the Administration for Community Living (ACL) at the federal level and that the Senators office is doing their best to get more information. Individuals are encouraged to reach out to the office directly if they have questions.
· Work is still being sone on everything else such as case work relating to federal agency assistance or Social Security, Medicare VA and more.
· Haiyen Vang is the Outreach Youth Specialist for the council. A Go Fund Me has been created to support the resource Center for Independent Living (RCIL) managed by Dee Dee Foremaster. The funds raised will go towards purchasing and maintaining a wheelchair accessible van.
· SILC members were asked to consider donating $5 if they can.
· Day #2: No public comment made
3. [bookmark: _Hlk145327993]For Possible Vote on Approval on Day 1: Approval of Minutes from January 8 & 9, 2025. 
· Margaret Marcucci motion to approve the minutes
· Sabra McWhirter-Clark second the motion
· Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh abstained
· All others approved
4. For Information on Days 1 and 2:  
Member Introductions and Public Introductions from Individuals Interested in Council Membership and Member Announcements
Day #1
· Sutter Rollings is the new Youth Action Council member and expressed his interest in becoming a SILC member, as well.
· Kathy Gerby has expressed interest but was not in attendance. 
Day #2
· No interest noted
5. Presentation and Discussion Anticipated on Day 1: 
a. Updates from the Youth Action Council (YAC)
· Updates posted on the SILC website
· Annual fundraising is being considered to help support things like in-person meet ups or annual retreats.
b. Updates from the Centers for Independent Living:
(See agenda item #6)
Southern Nevada Center for independent Living (SNCIL)
· The last quarter shows an increase in intakes of 58%
· An increase in housing requests from 45% to 65%
· Southern Nevada participated in 35 outreach presentations
· The tentative date for the annual Disability Awareness Day for Southern Nevada will be October 25, 2025.
· On 4/19/25 The Star Fair that the Clark County School District hold was at Valley High School. Food and door prizes along with a vaccination clinic and community vendors to attend.
· The annual performance report for Southern Nevada center for Independent Living was approved.
· Job postings are available under careers on the SNICL website.
· Sustainable options are being investigated to offset any potential funding cuts funding.
· Nonprofits are encouraged to contact elected officials to help keep the programs going.  
Northern Nevada Center for Independent Living (NNCIL)
· Housing is the #1 item that is requested
· Ongoing partnerships with Catholic charities and the Housing Authorities to address the situation.
Rural Center for Independent Living (RCIL)
· Individuals in HUD housing are being evicted so that the owners can refurbish and charge higher prices.
· Homelessness has been passed, making it a crime, and people will start being arrested if found sleeping in public places.
· Carson City has one 12 bed shelter for a population of 50,00 people.
· Partnering with Lyon County to help establish better services in the rural areas,
· A one-page brochure was created and is being distributed during the Legislative session providing information on the Centers for Independent Living.
· Contacts have been made with the disability services support office at Western Nevada College.
· Hopes are to create support groups for the disabled within the Community colleges.
· An increase in homelessness is noticeable for the aging and mental health populations due to the transition homes closing and rent increases.
c. Report and Discussion Regarding the State Assistive Technology for Independent Living Program (AT/IL Program)
· This program is statewide and operates through CARE Chest of Nevada.
· The caseload statistics cover the year (Oct-April) on the federal calendar.
· The current statistics are on 210 consumers = 742 Independent living goals. It can take up to three years to meet goals depending on the request.
· With help from ARPA funds the program currently does not have a wait list but is struggling to find vendors to provide services.
· 168 goals were closed, 85% met last year. 
· 238 goals have been closed this year with 160 being met. 24% have withdrawn.
· 335 goals remain open. 74 goals were for prevention and 1 was for transition.
· The highest goal is for Self-Care, Secondary is transportation, the third is for home access, forth is personal mobility.
· 90% of calls received have reverted to 74% in actual consumers. Averaging 12 new consumers a month.
· 50% follow through with the goals.
· The average cost is approximately $9,280 which is roughly one month in a nursing home.
· Returned surveys show that most individuals have a positive experience with the program. Giving a 98% approval rate for the program.
· 10% didn’t feel the goals put them at risk for a nursing home but 88 said the goals were an improvement.
d. Updates and Discussion Regarding the Nevada State Rehabilitation Council (NSRC)
· Next meeting is May 6th, 2025. Annual reports, statistics and meeting materials can be found on the Vocational Rehabilitation website.
e. Updates and Discussion regarding Aging and Disability Services (ADSD)
· Cecelia Alonzo is the new Reginal Coordinator covering Carson, Churchill, Douglas, Lyon and Storey Counties.
· ADSD continues to follow the legislative session with budget closings scheduled for April 25th and April 30th.
· ADSD did not get any budget enhancements, just caseload growth.
· A Personal Care Assistance (PCA) project workforce project started in November of 2024.
· The development of a consensus-based training curriculum making sure that PCA’s meet all regulatory training requirements.
· Creating a workforce pipeline to develop strategies to attract new individuals to the PCA profession.
· Enhancing provider and caregiver competencies offering ongoing professional development programs and facilitating career advancement.
· Members are encouraged to contact Lori Lutu to provide feedback on individuals’ challenges obtaining food securities Lori@adad.nv.gov 
f. Updates and Discussion Regarding Takeaways from Conferences Attended by Members and Information Regarding Upcoming Events and Conferences
· Registration was completed for the SILC Congress, but the rooms were all sold out with only a standby option, so no SILC members attended
· Steven Cohen did attend and will be asked to update if possible.
· Dawn Lyons will attend NCIL in July, early registration is now open.
· Haiyen and Dawn will attend the Navigating the Road to Independence Summit. Haiyen will attend the summit, and Dawn will attend as a vendor.
· Attending the Star Fair and will reach out to the population in Clark County on transition services and the Youth Action Council.
· Haiyen has updated the social media platform and is creating training videos for the Youth Action Council and for SILC.
g. Updates Regarding Details of the Department of Education’s Disability Innovation Fund (DIF), Pathways to Partnerships Innovative Model Demonstration Project
· Ashley resigned and positions within the Department of Education.
· The Nevada TRIP project launched three pilot counties on April 1st, 2025, So. Carson, Humboldt, and White Pines.
· Nevada TRIP Website.
6. [bookmark: _Hlk152315831][bookmark: _Hlk55485973]For Presentation and Discussion Anticipated for Day 1:
Presentation of Emergency Preparedness Planning Tools
Jackie Shelton, Communications Strategist, JAX Marketing
· Presentation available with meeting materials on the SILC Website.
· Nevada is one of the few states that have a disaster preparedness website specific for individuals with disabilities.
· The website sill helps provide information to help people during emergencies.
· Individuals should be prepared to rely on personal resources for at least 72 hours after any emergencies.
· Printouts are available on the disaster preparedness website.
· It is up to individuals to plan and inform first responders that they are a person that would need assistance in an emergency.
7. [bookmark: _Hlk193458695]For Possible Vote on Council Action Anticipated for Day 1:
Discussion and Make Recommendations Regarding SB78 Proposal to Eliminate the Nevada Commission for Persons Who Are Deaf and Hard of Hearing (NVCDHH)
· SB78 was amended and is now only reflecting Licensing Boards for this Legislative session.
· Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh motioned to allow Dawn Lyons to speak on behalf of the SILC in support of the Deaf Commission to maintain their independence and not merge with another organization. Margaret Marcucci second the motion. A discussion on the SB78 changes occurred and a revision to the motion was made.
· Dawn Lyons revised the motion to support her representation of SILC at the Deaf Day at the Legislature to support the Deaf Commission. 
· No additional discussion and all approved for Dawn attending the Deaf Day at the Legislature as the SILC representative.
8. For Presentation and Discussion Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion Regarding the SILC Executive Team and Chair’s Responses to the Texas v. Becerra case against Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and How Medicaid Cuts Disproportionately Hurt People with Disabilities
· Presentation is available with the meeting materials.
9. For Discussion Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion Regarding Future Agenda Items and SILC Discussions Based on Importance in Relation to the Current State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL)
· Meetings are quarterly and agenda items need to be timely and serve the broader community.
· Members can make suggestions during a meeting or send requests to the Chair or Executive Director.
10. For Possible Vote on Planned Topics Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion and Make Recommendations for Federal Fiscal Year 25 (FFY25) Public News Stories
· One year remaining on the contract with the Public News that give SILC 8 more news stories.
· One story from Dee Dee Formaster was posted on the SILC Website so 7 remain. 
· Recommendations for literacy rates among the disability community, Nevada TRIP information, ACL and Nevada and how it affects us locally and Youth Action Council introduction are some of the recommendations for stories.
· Update on what the Federal plan is for ACL.
11. Discussion and Possible Vote on Next Actions Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion, Evaluate, and Make Recommendations Regarding Progress of Action Items in the Federal Fiscal Year 25-27 State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) as Approved by the Administration for Community Living (ACL)
· Focus on indicator 113 says new staff will educate at least three legislators and policymakers regarding employment, housing, transportation, and mental health support shortfalls and potential solutions.
· Contact with legislators has started and flyers educating people have been handed out.
· An annual regional consumer study to determine underserved or unserved areas is due by September 30th, 2025.
· Data collection on orientation and mobility training for the blind population that doesn’t have a vocational goal in Nevada is not due until the end of the next fiscal year. Recommendations on how this information can be collected need to be brought forth so it can get started.
· Creating another goal action item on educating medical staff about the needs of people with disabilities that will be completed by the end of the next fiscal year.
· Discussion on creating a subcommittee that would facilitate the creation of this training and bring it back to the full commission to approve on.
· Dee Dee Formaster and Margaret Marcucci expressed interest in being on the Subcommittee.
· Indicator 215 SILC’s collaboration with the Employment First Coalition to support two or more Vocational Rehabilitation sponsored employment fairs in federal year 25.
· SILC has been distributing job fair information from VOC Rehab, but the commission has not assisted in improvements that would make them more accessible to people with disabilities.
· SILC is on track with other objectives like adding community partners statewide.
· Sutter and Dee Dee to update Dawn on DD Council education during the Legislative Session.
· Julie Steinbaugh volunteered to review the Olmstead Plan to help identify recommendations to Aging and Disability Services.
· Dawn to partner with ADSD and other partners to connect with the tribal communities.
12. [bookmark: _Hlk186463094]For Possible Vote on Next Actions Anticipated for Day 2:
Discuss the Recent Federal Changes to Independent Living and What Our Next Steps Should Be to Preserve Council Autonomy and Success.
· Concerns were expressed about any outstanding changes and uncertainties that may be coming.
13. [bookmark: _Hlk146218400]For Possible Vote on Next Actions Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion, Review and Make Possible Recommendations Regarding the FFY25 Budget, Council Staffing Needs and Future Conference Plans.
· Because of budget shortfalls it is recommended to hold off filling the AA3 position until the new fiscal year.
· Margaret Marcucci motion to approve the recommendation to hold of posting the AA3 position until next fiscal year.
· Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh Second the motion
· All approved.
14. For Possible Vote on Next Actions Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion and Approval of Future Annual Meeting Agenda Items and Meeting Dates: July 9 & 10, 2025
· Chair and Vice Chair nominations
· Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh expressed interest in continuing as Chair
· Obioma Officer voiced her nomination of Julie in case she was unable to attend the July meeting
· SILC to present updates to the designated state entity review
· Decide on this fiscal years State Plan on the effectiveness of the relationship with the current state designated entity.
· Annie Walter to present on Social Security.
· Public News ideas
15. Ending Public Comment 
Day #1
· Obioma Officer expressed gratitude to the SILC members for their continued support. She invited all SILC members to participate on April 28th Deaf Day at the Legislature. Reminding them that everyone needs to register before the event. Vendors will be present, and the public is welcome. Chances to meet with other voters and legislators as well as showing support for the deaf community are part of the day’s plans.
Day #2
· Havander Davis has resigned from SILC
· Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh thanked Havander for his support over the years and wishes him well.
· Dawn Lyons appreciated Havander’s knowledge and friendship.
16. Adjournment (For Possible Action): 
· Day #1: 3:40pm
· Day #2: 2:56pm

Accommodation Requests and Meeting Materials:
· Supporting public material provided to the Nevada Statewide Independent Living Council members for this meeting may be requested from Dawn Lyons at dlyons@adsd.nv.gov and is/will be available at any meeting locations and the SILC website https://www.nvsilc.com/meetings/
AGENDA POSTED AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS: 
Notice of this meeting was posted at the following Aging and Disability Services Office at 7150 Pollock Dr., Las Vegas, NV. 89119. Notice of this meeting was posted on the Internet through the Statewide Independent Living Council website at https://www.nvsilc.com/ and Nevada Public Notices website at https://notice.nv.gov
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