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Nevada Statewide Independent Living Council (NV SILC)

MINUTES
Date and Time of Meeting:
Wednesday & Thursday, January 8 & 9, 2025 at 1:00 p.m.
Location of Meeting: 
This meeting will be held via videoconference only:					
The public may observe this meeting and provide public comment on Zoom.  
To Join the Zoom Meeting
Date Published: 12/31/2024
MINUTES
1. Welcome, Roll Call, and Introductions:
Day #1
· Members Present: Sabra McWhiter-Clark, Linda Vejvoda, Ashley Price (Crow), Margaret Marcucci, DeeDee Foremaster, Havander Davis, Obioma Officer, Lori Lutu, Sheena Childers, Peter Whittingham, Dawn Lyons  
· Members Excused Absent: Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh,
· Guest & Staff: Mary Evilsizer, Autumn Blattman, Summer Stephenson, Steven Cohen, Robin Kincaid, Todd Weiss, John Rosenlund, Ellen Marquez, Alysa Marquez, Sam D’Ambrosio-Garcia, Haiven, Vang, Carole Hanley, Morgan (last name known)
· CART: Becky Van Auken
· ASL Interpreters: Lacey Voris, Kelly Bunting
Day #2
· Members Present: Sabra McWhiter-Clark, Linda Vejvoda, Ashley Price (Crow), Margaret Marcucci, DeeDee Foremaster, Havander Davis, Obioma Officer, Lori Lutu, Sheena Childers, Peter Whittingham, Dawn Lyons  
· Members Excused Absent: Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh,
· Guest & Staff: Mary Evilsizer, Lisa Bonie, Autumn Blattman, Summer Stephenson, Catherine Nielsen, Steven Cohen, Robin Kincaid, Molly Rose Lewis, Jake Mayes, Sam D’Ambrosio-Garcia, Haiven, Vang, Carole Hanley
· CART: Becky Van Auken
· ASL Interpreters: Lacey Voris, Kelly Bunting
2. Beginning Public Comment: 
Day 1
· Molly Rose–Lewis the Northern Nevada Community Developmental Manger, is the point person for people with disabilities and federal grants for U.S. Senator Jacky Rosen. Her contact information is: mollyrose_lewis@rosen.senate.gov, Work Cell phone is: 775-560-1824
Day 2
· Mary Evilsizer shared information that pertains to SILC, the CILs and IL Programs. The platform that is used to submit annual reports is not functioning. Extensions have been granted to the centers until March 31, 2025. If reports have already been submitted, it has been recommended that a Word version is saved.
· Margaret Marcucci received a call from the Elko Daily Free Press for them to interview RCIL on how they disseminate information.
3. [bookmark: _Hlk145327993]For Possible Action Day 1: Approval of Minutes from November 6 & 7, 2024. 
· Sabra McWhiter-Clark motioned to approve the minutes
· Linda Vejvoda second the motion
· No changes were noted
· All approved
4. For Information on Days 1 and 2:  
Member Introductions and Public Introductions from Individuals Interested in Council Membership and Member Announcements
· Welcome to new members Ashley Crow, Sheena Childers, Lori Lutu and Haiyen Vang, the new Youth Outreach Coordinator.
· Ellen Marquez has put her application of interest in. She has a daughter with Down Syndrome that would like to be more independent.
5. Presentation and Discussion: 
Updates from the Centers for Independent Living:
· Service request decreased 19% over the holiday season (921 prior request-742 current request) =19%.
· Intake increased 4% during the holidays
· Housing demands continue to be high with no immediate solutions present.
· Shelters run at full capacity most of the time.
· Outreach efforts included attending a Homeless Alliance tent activity.
· Share information on resources and assisted individuals apply for Social Security (SSI).
· Progress is being made on the educational program with a website currently in review.
· The Disaster Preparedness website is also being reviewed.
· The first edits are being done to the statewide video.
Southern Nevada Center for independent Living (SNCIL)
· Continued efforts to assist people into safe housing.
· Low-income housing is starting to become available in Carson City not in Lyon County or Fallon.
· The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) in Carlin and Wells pantries are assisting veterans and their animals that need food.
· Assistance for service animal food is needed in Minden and Gardnerville.
Northern Nevada Center for Independent Living (NNCIL)
· No updates were provided.
Rural Center for Independent Living (RCIL)
· Over 200 people are on the housing wait list.
· Continuing to assist people with SSI and food stamps,
Report and Discussion Regarding the State Assistive Technology for Independent Living Program (AT/IL Program)
· For information about the Assistive Technology for Independent Living Program (AT/IL Program or State IL Program) please reach out at 775-687-0835 or email jrosenlund@adsd.nv.gov.
· The AT/IL funding is partly funded by SILC, which is collected and included in the report.
· The word document was submitted. 
· 173 consumers carried over; 114 consumers were new. Fewer carryovers are expected for next year.
· The waitlist has dropped but it is expected to rise again if additional funding isn’t provided.
· 148 closed consumer records with reasons are noted on the report.
· The report shows the sex, age, race, ethnicity and disability for approximately 25 services.
· Section B is a breakdown of the goals and how they were achieved.
· The last portion of the report is for individual achievements.
· The Sub part 3 section C document is an in-depth of individual services and achievements along with a narrative.
· CARE CHEST provided 47outreach and collaborations.
Updates and Discussion Regarding the Nevada State Rehabilitation Council (NSRC)
· The Nevada TRIP Website is estimated to go live in April of 2025 with the three pilot counties.
Updates and Discussion regarding Aging and Disability Services (ADSD)
· The Competitive Notice of Funding Opportunities (NOFO) will be published mid-January 2025.
· This is also a Non-Competitive grant year for services like ancillary, evidence-based services, food securities and in-home services to name a few.
· Work with an outside vendor to gather community feedback for the future ADSD website continues. 
· The Legislative session starts February 3rd with several bills already published awaiting the Governor’s recommended budget.
· The Division of Welfare and Supportive Services has been working on expanding the access Nevada platforms to facilitate applications and referrals. It is expected to launch early February.
· The Personal Care Workforce project has officially begun.
· No current update on the vendor for Money Follows the Person.
Updates and Discussion Regarding Takeaways from Conferences Attended by Members and Information Regarding Upcoming Events and Conferences
· Dawn Lyons attended the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Engagement Conference at the Santa Fe Station.
· Many questions were answered with the assistance of interpreters.
· Referrals were handed out as appropriate.
· Approximately 150 people attended the event. 
Updates Regarding Details of the Department of Education’s Disability Innovation Fund (DIF), Pathways to Partnerships Innovative Model Demonstration Project
· Nevada is leading the other states that received this funding.
· The Rehab Services Administrations (RSA) is looking at Nevada as the leaders that other states should use as an example of how the work should be completed.
6. [bookmark: _Hlk152315831][bookmark: _Hlk55485973]For Possible Action:
Discussion and Make Recommendations for Federal Fiscal Year 25 (FFY25) Public News Stories
· The membership has been renewed which give 8 stories for 2025.
· 1 story remains for 2024 that can be provided.
· Request for articles highlighting the rural areas challenges like transportation and housing.
· A request of all three centers to receive a spotlight on what services look like.
· The Blind Center of Southern Nevada are building a housing development for individuals who are visually impaired.
7. For Possible Action:
Discussion and Choose Recipient(s) of the FFY25 SILC Subaward(s)
· The reviewers did not receive a revised application, so they discussed the outcome and decided to stay with the recommendation that $54,000 go towards SNCIL for housing assistance and the remaining $80,000 to RCIL which includes the $54,000 for the Legislative Educator.
· Peter Whittingham motioned to approve the subaward for fiscal year 25 as recommended by the evaluation team.
· Linda Vejvoda second the motions
· All approved
8. For Presentation and Discussion:
Presentation on Information Regarding Open Meeting Law (OML) Updates
· The presentation slide is with the meeting materials.
· All public bodies exist to aid in the conduct of the people’s business.
· It is the intent of the law that their actions be taken openly and that their deliberations are conducted openly.
· If the written OML is not clear you should identify if the context is furthering the purpose of transparency in government.
· Subcommittees are not exempt from OML.
· A walking or serial quorum is when members discuss topics via email or when meeting inadvertently outside a scheduled meeting.
· Each meeting must have two public comments for each day the meeting is held.
· At any time, a quorum is lost the meeting is to end.
9. For Presentation:
Announcement of Chair’s Appointment of Council Member in Good Standing for the Officer Position of Treasurer for NV SILC
· The Chair appointed Margaret Marcucci as treasurer.
10. [bookmark: _Hlk186463094]For Possible Action:
Discussion, Evaluate, and Make Recommendations Regarding Progress of Action Items in the Federal Fiscal Year 25-27 State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) as Approved by the Administration for Community Living (ACL)
· See Time-Line Tracker with the meeting materials for full breakdown.
· Conference attendees will present a report at the next SILC meeting.
· The 501(c)(3) application has been submitted to the IRS.
· Executive roles will follow the current election structure and may change when becoming a non-profit if the commission wishes to amend the process.
· Currently the 4 officers are the president, vice president, treasurer and secretary.
· SILC has requested 3 full time positions this Legislative session.
· Legislation decisions are expected to be made by July 2025.
11. For Possible Action:
Discussion and Make Possible Recommendations to Draft a Letter to the National Organization for Statewide Independent Living Councils (NA SILC) Regarding Developing a Proposal to Change Current Independent Living Language Including the Use of the Term “Consumer” to the Administration for Community Living (ACL)
· Full description of the history of using the word “consumer” comes from.
· Discussion on terminology and how it is used.
· Request for a presentation on the topic to be brought forward at the next meeting.
· Members bring forward words that they would like to use instead of.
· Additional research and education on this subject are still needed.
12. [bookmark: _Hlk146218400]For Possible Action:
Discussion, Review and Make Possible Recommendations Regarding the FFY25 Budget and Future Conference Plans
· Payments are tracked on the Budget sheet that is attached with meeting materials.
· The Aging and Disability Services Division (ADSD) Fiscal unit has requested the SILC be added to a work program that would allow them to access funds easier.
· The travel budget is very small. The Disability Innovation Fund award will help pay for the Youth Outreach Specialist travel.
· If Members are interested in any conferences, they are encouraged to contact Dawn Lyons to see if funds are available.
· The SILC Congress is being held in March 2025.
· The NCIL conference is in July 2025.
13. For Possible Action Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion and Approval of Future Meeting Agenda Items and Meeting Dates: April 9 & 10, 2025
· Disaster preparedness website update.
· Literacy rate among the service population.
· Continue conversation on the term “consumer”. 
14. Ending Public Comment for Days 1 and 2: 
Day1: Robin Kincaid posted that perhaps you could have someone present in a future meeting on the AB259 (phase in paying minimum wage to persons with disabilities). This legislation will be phased in from 1/1/25- 12/31/28.
Catherine Nielson shared that registration is now open for Developmental Disabilities Awareness Day at the Nevada Legislature 2025 – Nevada Governor's Council on Developmental Disabilities.

15. Adjournment on Day 2 (For Possible Action): 

Day 1: 3:03pm
Day 2: 3:41pm


Accommodation Requests and Meeting Materials:

· Supporting public material provided to the Nevada Statewide Independent Living Council members for this meeting may be requested from Dawn Lyons at dlyons@adsd.nv.gov and is/will be available at any meeting locations and the SILC website https://www.nvsilc.com/meetings/

AGENDA POSTED AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS: 
Notice of this meeting was posted at the following Aging and Disability Services Office at 7150 Pollock Dr., Las Vegas, NV. 89119. Notice of this meeting was posted on the Internet through the Statewide Independent Living Council website at https://www.nvsilc.com/ and Nevada Public Notices website at https://notice.nv.gov 

image1.png
SILC

HNAA




