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Nevada Statewide Independent Living Council (NV SILC)
MEETING MINUTES
Date and Time of Meeting:
Wednesday & Thursday, November 6 & 7, 2024 at 1:00 p.m.
Location of Meeting: 
This meeting was held via video-conference only:					
To Join the Zoom Meeting
MINUTES
1. Welcome, Roll Call, and Introductions on Day 1:
· Members Present: Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh, Ace Patrick, Sabra McWhiter-Clark, Linda Vejvoda, Ashley Price (Crow), Dawn Lyons, Margaret Marcucci, DeeDee Foremaster, Dawn Lyons 
· Members Excused Absent: Havander Davis, Obioma Officer
· Member Unexcused Absent: Peter Whittingham
· Guest & Staff: Mary Evilsizer, John Roselund, Lori Lutu, Lisa Bonie. Laura Fussell, Autumn Blattman, Summer Stephenson, Carole Hanley, Jane Kane
· CART Provider: Becky Van Auken
· ASL Interpreters: Kelly Bunting, Tory Jaramillo
Day 2 Roll Call:
· Members Present: Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh, Ace Patrick, Sabra McWhiter-Clark, Linda Vejvoda, Ashley Price (Crow), Dawn Lyons, Margaret Marcucci, DeeDee Foremaster, Peter Whittingham, Dawn Lyons 
· Members Excused Absent: Obioma Officer, Havander Davis
· Guest & Staff: Steven Cohen, Mary C Robin Kincaid, Mark Tadder, Summer Stepenson, Sharron Reid, Larua Fussell, Lisa Bonie, Carole Hanley
· CART Provider: Becky Van Auken
· ASL Interpreters: Lacy Voris, Kelly Bunting
2. Beginning Public Comment for Days 1 and 2: 
· Day 1- No public comment made
· Day 2- Sharon Reed is interested in joining SILC.
3. [bookmark: _Hlk145327993]For Possible Action on Day 1: Approval of Minutes from 
June 12, 2024
· Sabra McWhirter-Clark motion to approve the minutes
· Linda Vejvoda Second the motion
· Ashley Crow abstained
· Minutes were approved
July 10 & 11. 2024.
· Sabra McWhirter-Clark motion to approve the minutes
· DeeDee Foremaster Second the motion
· Ashley Price (Crow) abstained
· Minutes were approved
4. For Information on Days 1 and 2:  
Member Introductions and Public Introductions from Individuals Interested in Council Membership and Member Announcements
· Outgoing members will be missed greatly. Mary Evilsizer, Cheyenne Pasquale, and this is Ace Patrick’s last meeting as a member.
· Lori Lutu and Lisa Bonie have applied 
· Welcome to Margaret Marcucci and Ashley Crow
· Overview of the application process includes that interested parties announce their interest and attend a SILC meeting.
· Join the Council - Nevada SILC
· 50% of the Council must be individuals with disabilities.
· Linda Vejvoda introduced Sharon Reed as she is interested in joining the SILC.
· Steven Cohen has applied and needs to send an updated resume to the Governor’s office for his paperwork to be reviewed.
5. Presentation and Discussion Anticipated on Day 1: 
Overview and Review of Training Protocol for SILC Members
Updates from the Centers for Independent Living:
· Individual training plans (ITP) are required by the Administration of Community Living.
Southern Nevada Center for independent Living (SNCIL)
· Services increased from 833 to 924 (individual services).
· 25% advocacy & Legal Services, 2% assistive technology, 40% housing (wait list only), 25% independent living skills and services, 6% transportation services.
· Several preventive services kept individuals out of institutions.
· Disability Awareness Day was a success with 14% of attendees being addressed.
· Both SNCIL & NNCIL developed a disaster preparedness website that was rolled out.
· Conducted 5 housing workshops, presented at the Reno Developmental Disability (DD) Silver State Self-Advocacy Conference, Association of Programs for Rural Independent Living (APRIL) and the National Council on Independent Living (NCIL) Conferences.
· Staff attended a three-day training on independent living philosophy updates.
Northern Nevada Center for Independent Living (NNCIL)
· The Nevada TRIP Incentive is taking off.
· A new staff member started and will be covering the rural independent living outreach and has deaf and hard of hearing skills.
· The City of Sparks has a partnership that provides rental assistance, relocation assistance and utility assistance for seniors and people with disabilities.
· Two additional people were assisted with the I Can Connect Program funds.
· Construction has begone on the kitchen in the Reno-Sparks office.
Rural Center for Independent Living (RCIL)
· Assisted a veteran and his family to find housing with a second one in the works.
· DeeDee Foremaster attended the APRIL conference,
· Working with Montana University on exploring utilizing rural libraries for services areas.
· Carson City is building more low-income housing units and veteran accessibility units.
· Margaret Marcucci is working with the VFW on housing.
· 175 people are on the wait list for housing.
· Working with the Moses Project to get Thanksgiving dinners to people on the wait list.
Report and Discussion Regarding the State Assistive Technology for Independent Living Program (AT/IL Program)
· The SILC annual report information will be provided to Dawn Lyons every year. 
· Funding mentioned during this meeting is focused on the direct services dollars. The funds are spent exclusively for Assistive Technology (AT).
· Specific amounts may not have been provided. The funding was relevant to the conversation about the waitlist being eliminated. It includes the ARPA direct services funding made available in April 2024, the 2025 program funding, and funding obtained by CARE Chest through outside sources.
· These funds put nearly $2.4 million towards direct services (home modifications, and other AT necessary to meet consumer IL goals).
· Of the funding there is approximately $1.5 million in direct services funding remaining that has not been obligated to vendors as of the time of the report. 
· It is very important to understand that the current AT/IL Program caseload has $1,030,167 in estimated costs.  These are estimates based on the services that are in the process. However, quotes from vendors need to be obtained and the funding obligated through authorizations.  The actual costs will “true” up as the quotes are obtained from vendors. 
· Based on this we can estimate that there is approximately $500,000 in direct services that will be available for new cases for the remainder of the year and cases that are pending confirmed solutions. If the ARPA funding is taken back, this will change significantly.
Updates and Discussion Regarding the Nevada State Rehabilitation Council (NSRC)
· The Nevada State Rehab Council meets in a week to continue the Nevada Transitions Roadmap through Innovative Partnership Project (Nevada TRIP).
· More updates to follow. 
Updates and Discussion regarding Aging and Disability Services (ADSD)
· ADSD is preparing for the legislative session and will be following Bill Draft Request (BDR’s) on the Nevada Electronic Legislative Information System (NELIS) website.
· Assembly Bill (AB)6 is a fetal alcohol syndrome program and AB8 updates language related to the title for the attorney for the rights of older persons and persons with physical and intellectual disability or related conditions are a couple of bills to watch for.
· ADSD has received a no cost extension on the No Wrong Door governance grant.
· The wait list on the Community Options Program for the Elderly (COPE) & Personal Assistance Service Program (PAS) program is expected to increase in the state fiscal year 25 due to limited funds due to rate increases from the last legislative session.
Updates and Discussion Regarding Takeaways from Conferences Attended by Members and Information Regarding Upcoming Events and Conferences
· Dawn Lyons and Dee Dee Foremaster attended different sessions at the APRIL conference.
· Dawn will prepare a summary once she obtains the requested details for the speaker.
· Dee Dee attended the youth training sessions and talked with the Montana University representatives.
· Conversations with the Colorado representatives for Money Follows the People are in discussions to potentially come to Southern Nevada area and meet with the SNCIL.
· The SILC Congress early bird registration will open soon with the conference being in March 2025.
Updates Regarding Details of the Department of Education’s Disability Innovation Fund (DIF), Pathways to Partnerships Innovative Model Demonstration Project
· Finalization of the end-of-year performance is being completed.
· The advisory work group is getting feedback and involvement from the community.
· With approximately 50% of the advisory board being parents or support systems for children or youth with disabilities outside agencies /partners have been encouraged to participate in warm up activities. 
6. [bookmark: _Hlk152315831][bookmark: _Hlk55485973]For Possible Action Anticipated for Day 1:
Discussion and approval of updated Nevada SILC Bylaws. To Review Changes See Supporting Materials: https://www.nvsilc.com/meetings 
· Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh, motioned to approve as noted changes.
· Sabra McWhirter-Clark second the motion
· All approved
7. For Possible Action Anticipated for Day 1:
Discussion and Approval of Updated Policy and Procedure Manual (14th Edition)
· Linda Vejvoda motioned to approve as noted.
· DeeDee Foremaster second the motion
· Ashley Price (Crow) abstained
· Update approved
8. For Possible Action Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion Regarding Evaluation Team Recommendations for and Approval of SILC Subawards for Federal Fiscal Year 25
· Will bring back for discussion in January’s meeting so the review team has time to review both Notices of Funding Opportunity (NOFO).
9. For Possible Action Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion and Make Any Necessary Recommendations to Evaluate and Ensure Students with Disabilities’ Literacy is Satisfactory Upon High School Graduation
· Peter Whittingham requested suggestions or feedback that would help people in the state of Nevada become literate despite any type of disability.
· Data gathering is needed to figure out how big the students with disabilities literacy problem is.  
· Dawn Lyons suggested that the members may consider adding a question to the consumer satisfaction survey asking if assistance was needed to fill out the form.
· https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/regions/west/relwestFiles/pdf/4-2-3-30_Nevada_Adolescent_Literacy_508c.pdf 
· Nevada Adolescent Literacy Network (NALN) | College of Education & Human Development | University of Nevada, Reno
10. For Possible Action Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion and Make Any Necessary Changes and Evaluate Action Plan Regarding the Federal Fiscal Year 25-27 State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) as Approved by the Administration for Community Living (ACL)
· Discussion concerning verbiage in indicator 1.1.6 was discussed.
· The determination is that it wasn’t to have a memorandum of understanding (MOU) so much as a study to determine underserved and unserved areas then discuss the feasibility.
· The Notice of Funding Opportunities (NOFO)was put in the wrong location in the SPIL that will be updated via an amendment once other items are addressed during the upcoming Legislative session.
· Due dates for specific goals and objectives were highlighted in the indicators to help track easily.
· Request for additional lines for information to help track what has been done as things progress.
11. For Possible Action Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion and Possible Plan to Draft a Letter to the National Organization for Statewide Independent Living Councils (NA SILC) Regarding Developing a Proposal to Change Current Independent Living Language Including the Use of the Term “Consumer” to the Administration for Community Living (ACL)
· The word consumer is used to denote that they are in control of what is going to or is happening. 
12. [bookmark: _Hlk146218400]For Possible Action Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion and Approval of FFY24 Remaining Budget and Future Conference Plans
· SNCIL has not expended the entire subaward so some may need to be de-obligated. 
13. For Possible Action Anticipated for Day 2:
Discussion and Approval of Future Meeting Agenda Items and Meeting Dates: January 8 & 9, 2025
· Revisit the topic of consumer,
· SILC subawards review,
· Updates in the literacy 
· data,
14. Ending Public Comment for Days 1 and 2: 
· Day 1-
· Mary Evilsizer thanked the members for her time on the SILC and will still be working with SILC and members can reach out to her as she will not be speaking during meetings.
· Julie Steinbaugh thanked Ace Patrick for her time and mentorship over the years on SILC.
· Ace thanked Julie and encouraged the SILCs continued growth.
· Dawn Lyons thanked Vicki Esner and Jennifer Kane for their work on the SILC as well.
· DeeDee Formaster shared gratitude toward Ace Patrick.
· Day 2-
· Lisa Bonie and Mary Evilsizer asked to be on the next agenda to present on the emergency preparedness program.
· Julie Weismann-Steinbaugh thanked members for a respectful and productive conversation.
15. Adjournment 1 Day 2 (For Possible Action): 
· Day 1-3:53pm
· Day 2-2:54pm

Accommodation Requests and Meeting Materials:
· Supporting public material provided to the Nevada Statewide Independent Living Council members for this meeting may be requested from Dawn Lyons at dlyons@adsd.nv.gov and is/will be available at any meeting locations and the SILC website https://www.nvsilc.com/meetings/
AGENDA POSTED AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS: 
Notice of this meeting was posted at the following Aging and Disability Services Office at 7150 Pollock Dr., Las Vegas, NV. 89119. Notice of this meeting was posted on the Internet through the Statewide Independent Living Council website at https://www.nvsilc.com/ and Nevada Public Notices website at https://notice.nv.gov 
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